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GCC’s Equitable  
Adaptation Legal  
Policy Toolkit



What’s in the Equitable Adaptation Toolkit?

I. Introduction to the Problem:
Implementing Equitable Climate Adaptation

II. Procedural Equity:
Tools for Planning, Engagement and Governance

III. Equitable Adaptation Solutions:
Tools for Implementing Equitable Adaptation

IV. Financing & Funding Tools:
Paying for Equitable Adaptation



Procedural Equity Chapters

Community  
Engagement &  
Social Cohesion

Governance  
& Budgeting

Data, Metrics  
& Monitoring



Data, Metrics & Monitoring Ch
.



Case Study Ex



Case Study Ex



Community Driven Engagement Chapter





Image: Where Do We Need Shade? Mapping Urban Heat Islands  
in Richmond, Virginia

FLIR thermal imaging camera to document change over time

Case Study:
Citizen Science: Mapping Urban  
Heat Islands Richmond, Virginia



% “Minorities” (all persons except  
“White - Not Hispanic or Latino”)

% Adults with Asthma % Housing Units Occupied by Renters

% Below Poverty Level % Housing Units w/o Central A/C
“Residential Security Map” (1937)

% Uninsured

THE MAPPING  
INEQUALITY PROJECT
by University of Richmond’s Digital Scholarship Lab, Virginia  
Tech, the University of Maryland and Johns Hopkins University.



Equitable Adaptation Solutions Chapters

Resilient Energy &  
Utility Industry  

Measures

Resilient Affordable  
Housing,

Anti-Displacement &  
Gentrification

Economic Resilience Natural Resilience  
& Green Space Access

Resilient Water

Disaster Preparedness,  
Response & Recovery

Public Health



Breaking down the subj. solutions chapters:

Equitable Disaster  
Preparedness, Response & Recovery

Planning Tools

• Baltimore’s  
Disaster  
Preparedness &  
Planning Project

• Resilient Boston
• Philadelphia

Community
Heat Relief

• Oakland CORE

Chapter

Legal &  
Policy Tools

Case  
Studies

Equitable  
Opportunities for  

Relocation in  
Response to  

Disaster

• NJ Blue Acres Program
• LA SAFE
• Minot, North Dakota

Affordable, Resilient
“Buy-in” Program

• Directing Funding to  
Receiving  
Communities:  
Lumberton, NC

Supporting the
Development of
Resilience Hubs

• USDN Guide to  
Developing  
Resilience Hubs

• Miami, FL  
Resolution on  
Climate  
Gentrification

• MD Resiliency Hub  
Grant Program

Equitable  
Recovery Tools

• The Texas Title  
Project

• Three Years After  
Hurricane Sandy

• Our Power Puerto  
Rico

• Princeville, NC  
Heritage-based  
practice

Funding  
Tools

• San Diego:  
Annex Q  
Evacuation

• Miami Catalyst  
Disaster  
Savings  
Account

• HUD CDBG-DR



Case Study:
Baltimore, MD 2018 Disaster  
Preparedness & Planning Project (DP3)



Thank you!
Explore the Equitable Adaptation  
Legal & Policy Toolkit online:

georgetownclimate.org

Connect with us on social media:  
@Climate_Center  
@GeorgetownClimate  
#GCCEAT

Contact us:
climate@georgetown.edu

mailto:climate@georgetown.edu
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